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ing them, I desired to have the other fetched down, to compare them with; upon which he made some difficulty, and said he could not trust a servant to go into his closet alone, when things of consequence lay about; But, my dear, says he, we will go up and match them.
Eld. Sist. Well, that reason was just enough.
Wid. It was so ; and I went up with him into his closet, but not into the inner room ; but I observed just when he stepped in, he made an extraordinary low bow towards that place where the candlesticks stood. Indeed I took no notice of it at first, for I verily thought he had stooped for something, but when he carried the candlesticks in again, he did the same, and that gave me some thought.
Yo. Sist. That was a discovery indeed.
Wid. No, really it was not yet; for I was a perfect stranger to any of their popish ceremonies, I scarce understood it when I was told: but however, it gave me some idea of this being an extraordinary place, though I did not know what; and I very innocently asked this foolish, laughing question ; My dear, you are mighty mannerly to your empty rooms, you bow as if the king was there. He put it off with a smile, and an answer that was indeed according to Solomon, Answer a fool in his folly: My dear, says he, 'tis our custom in Italy.
Eld. Sist. He was no fool; what he said was very true.
Wid. Well, even all this while, and further, I was still blind; for a little after I pushed into the same place with him, not out of curiosity, but merely by chance ; but though the piece of crimson damask lay upon the table, yet there was nothing under it, nor did he make any bow as before.